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Suzuki Reno

Highs: Strong performance,
spacious front footwells,
comfortable seats,
pillowy ride.

WO

iion, and it tied the Fit [or

sprint to 60 mph

BENJAMIN HARRISON, 23rd
President. Benjamin Harrison, born in North
Bend, Ohio, in 1833, should not be confused
with William Henry Harrison (his
grandfather, also our ninth

President) or with George

Harrison, a soft-spoken

guitar player, Early in his life,

Harrison was known as “Little

Ben,” because he stood only

five feet six. In later years, he

became stiff and formal and was renick-
named the “Human Iceberg.” On the eve of
his election, Harrison went to bed early. “|
knew that my staying up would not alter
the result if | were defeated,” he explained,
“while if | was elected | had a hard day in
front of me, so a night’s rest seemed best in
either event.” He never once called a store to
ask if they had Prince Albert in a can,

As President, Harrison signed the Sher-
man Antitrust Act and the McKinley Tariff
Act, and supported the construction of a
two-ocean navy. Pneumonia felled him in
1901.
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“Estimated. Best in test. Born in 1831 in a log cabin near Mentor,

Ohio, Garfield went on to become a briga-
dier general in the Civil War, then became
the leading Republican in the House with-
out ever taking a $70,000 golfing
trip with Jack Abramoff.

As President, Garfield U *
is best remembered for e
reigning in New York Senator
Roscoe Conkling, a dispenser
of patronage and the control-
ler of New York City’s Customs
House. Garfield's presidency lasted
not four years but four months, That’s
because Charles Guiteau, who was seeking
a consular post, cleverly ensured he'd never
get the post by shooting the President
ina Washington railroad station in 1881,
Garfield hung onto life for a few weeks, long
enough for Alexander Graham Bell to search
for the bullet using an electrical device he
had invented that was not a phone. Alas,
retracting the slug proved less crucial than
controlling infection and hemorrhaging.
Like McKinley, who'd be aerated by flying
lead two decades later, Garfield exited D.C.
before he was ready.
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Powel'tl'iil‘l m Honda Hyundai Kia Nissan Suzuki Toyota
r SE Fit Sport Accent GLS Rio5 SX Versa 1.85L Reno Yaris S
type DOHCl16-valve  SOHC 16-valve DOHC16-valve  DOHC16-valve  DOHC16-valve  DOHC16-valve  DOHC 16-valve
inline-4 inline-4 inline-4 inline-4 inling-4 _inline-4 inline-4
. displacement, cuin (cc) 110(1798) 91 (1497) 98 (1600) 98 (1600) 110(1798) 122(1998) 91(1496)
-5. power, bhp @ rpm 1488 6500 109 @ 5800 110 @ 6000 110 @ 6000 120 @ 6000 127 @ 5600 106 @ 6000
- torque, Ib-ft @ rpm 125 @ 5200 105 i@ 4800 106 & 4500 107 @ 4500 nswaoc_ _131@4000 103 @ 4200
B redline, rpm 6750 6500 6500 6500 6600 6500 6500
DOdge caliber SE Ibperbhp 20.3 28 35 233 29 20 24
transmission  5-5p man 5-5p man 5-5p man 5-5p man Gspman  S-spman 5-5p man
Highs: Air-conditioned glove box, driven wheels front front front front front front front
tmisted o s ikl | ot AL LT MG I ATy e s
a month’s worth of groceries. S [ axlemtion 412 4 406 4.06 393 355 in
Lowes: iy tWo"SiEp Shifer, e agls e enisr s Skwsaie wans s
vague steering, abrupt clutch. , 0 30mph 31 29 31 T 28 37 28 7
The Verdict: Shows potential but 5 0-60mph 97 8.7 02 99 94 8.7 89 94
needs more development. 3 0-100mph  30.6 IR 320 370 0.7 31 038 322
2 é Va-mile @ mph 174 @ B2 16.7@ 81 174280 -l _1_?:._3_;11‘- 19 17.0@81 16.9@81 17088 17.1@81
able) makes the most power. What's more,  to achieve 60 mph, 1.3 seconds longer than § E rolling 560 mph _10.4 24 105 03 ol 24 o 1
the Caliber may be the most macho econo-  the last manual-trans Neon we tested. And g E gg 30-50mph 15 120 125 1.5 126 103 133 126
mobile extant, what with its upright, cubist  the engine edges into thrashiness at high é - 50-70mph 172 135 135 13.1 136 10.9 142 137
deportment, implying sport-utishness, But  revs, the noisiest at WOT. We'd tell yOou ex- top speed, mph 119 (rediine Itd) 114 (drag Itd) 113 (drag ftd) 111 (draq Itd) 117 (draq Itd) 112 (gov Itd) 113 (gov Itd) 4
as our test wore on, the Caliber wore thin actly where the racket began, but our Cali- s P idle 39 40 38 40 40 44 41 40
For starters, the beltline is high and  ber had no tach Egé full-throttle 78 75 76 77 74 75 76 7%
the windshield is perched way out on !ll.L' On our handling loop, the Caliber felt R= 70-mph cruise 72 73 69 72 70 70 n i
hood. Match that with a too low driver's }'lt".u'y and clumsy, with ambiguous steer- = EPActy 27 33 32 32 7t 23 34 30
w:.\l an.tl you h'l.'l 111-:{‘.}:}?!1 re -:|ml‘|.;; ina .lflh_ m,\:.lllml required midcourse corrections. It 3 E 2 EPA hi_gl;way S E s 15 6 30 40 35
We judged the Caliber’s interior surfaces to wasn't until day four that we could predict sE - b7
be a little too cheap and hard, and its high-  how its Ll.llll[‘t‘; s would react to Ohio's ex- ~ Oietuitly 1= 23 3 X 8 2 2 2
effort shifter required a two-step jog from  pansion joints and [rost heaves. The Cali- ‘UDestimated. Best in test. il

second to third and from fourth to fifth
All that power didn't win us over, ei-
ther. There's torque steer and axle tramp
in hard launches, helped not at all by
abrupt clutch takeup. It took 9.7 seconds

ber was slowesl lhn-ngh our |il[!l."l.h3ﬂgc
test

This Dodge does offer one of the most
spacious back seats, although with three
adults back there, hump boy must contend

With the $1000 air-conditioning option, the
buyer also gets a cooled glove box.

ch s Dodge Honda Hyundai Kia Nissan Suzuki Toyota
assis Caliber SE Fit Sport Accent GLS Rio5 SX Versa 1.85L Reno Yaris S
front suspension  strut, coil springs,  strut, coil springs,  strut, coll springs,  strut, coil springs,  strut, coll springs, strut, coil springs,  strul, coil springs,
= ) anti-roll bar anti-roll bar anti-oll bar anti-roll bar anti-roll bar anti-roll bar anti-roll bar
rear suspension  multilink, trailing arms, trailing arms, trailing arms, trailing arms, strut, coil springs,  trailing arms,
coil springs, coil springs coil springs coil springs coll springs, anti-roll bar coll springs
anti-roll bar anti-roll bar
frant brakes vented disc vented disc vented disc vented disc vented disc vented disc vented disc
rear brakes drum drum disc disc drum dise drum
anti-lock control  no yes yes yes yes no yes
stability control no no no no no no no =
tires Dunlop Dunlop Kumho Hankook Continental Kumho Bridgestone
SP50, SPI1ASS, Solus HP4 Plus, Optimo H418, ContiProContact, Ecsta HP4, Potenza RE9Z,
P205/70R-1595T  P195/55R-1584H  P195/55R-1584V  P195/55R-1584V  P185/65R-15 86H P195/55R-15 84H P185/60R-15 84T
M+5 M+5 M+S M+5 M+5 M+S M+5
Each of these Ohio braking, 70-0, feet 189 169 167 165 183 189 166 175
towns has a monument §2 roadholding,
to one of the state’s S & 300-foot slidpaﬂ._! 0.75 0.79 0.77 0.79 0.77 0.80 0.79 0.78
y K seven Presidential sons. lane change, mph  62.1 A4 64.1 65.4 624 641 644 648
Best in test. testavg
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Hyundai Accent and Taft.

should know that it works Far petler as a TepPIace lOoTr the Echo, which was about Irom 70 mph 1s terrihi And tl

-door hatch, (See the Kia Rio5 SX as exciting as mud, is fine by us

RSN WARREN HARDING, 20th

WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT, 27th
President. Taft was born in Cincinnati, Ohio,
in 1857, whereupon his mother noted:
“He is very large of his age and grows fat
_ every day.” He eventually topped
. 300 pounds. Taft once senta
telegram to a train conductor.
It read, “Stop in Hicksville.
Large party waiting to
catch train.” When the train
arrived, Taft explained to
the conductor, “You can go
ahead—/am the large party.”

Taft disliked his own career (“Politics,
when | am in it, makes me sick”), felt he was
no leader (“1 have no aptitude for managing
anarmy”), and hated the campaign leading
to his election (“One of the most uncomfort-
able four months of my life”).

His administration initiated 80 antitrust
suits, helped bring into being a federal
income tax, created a postal savings system,
and admitted Arizona and New Mexico to
the Union. Taft later served as chief justice,
mentioning to his fellow Supremes, “I
don’t remember that | was ever President.”
Although he died in 1930, Taft is back in the
headlines for being the great-grandfather of
Bob Taft, Ohio’s current criminal governor.

Highs: Cushy ride, unimpeded

 sightlines, church-mouse quiet at idle.

Lows: A shifter attached to
rubber bands, undisciplined
springs and struts.

The Verdict: If you like the Accent,

be sure to drive its more practical
cousin, the Kia Rio5.

Hyundai Accent GLS

68

President. Born in 1865 in Bloom-
ing Grove, Ohio, Harding's middle
name was Gamaliel, which may
have explained his several nervous
breakdowns. At least his parents
didn’t name him Yaris. Harding
adored high-sounding spEE(hES one
of which was described

by a Democratic pol as

“an army of pompous

phrases moving

across the landscape

in search of an idea.”

Like U.S. Grant’s ad-

ministration, Harding's

was rife with scandals:

wild poker games, nepotism, and
cabinet members who took several
hundred thousand dollars in bribes
from oil tycoons. (Such a thing could
never happen today.) To top it off,
Harding married a domineering
divorcee nicknamed the Duchess, yet
managed a torrid affair with Carrie
Phillips, followed by a so-called con-
nection with Nan Britton, 31 years
his junior. It must have been a close
connection, because it resultedina
daughter. That's a lot of actionina
presidency that lasted only 2.5 years.
Maybe that's why Harding suffered a
fatal heart attack in 1923.




Highs: Velvety ride, fun shifter,
agile around town, best observed
fuel economy,

Lows: Too much body roll,
cramped rear seat, falls short
on directional stability.

The Verdict: A good replacement
for the Echo but not a great
replacement for the Echo.

5
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Kia Rio5 SX

Highs: Fun styling, some pretense
of handling, big cargo capacity.

Lows: Another rope-a-dope shifter,
no automatic door locks, a name that still
draws quizzical looks.

The Verdict: Like finding a dollar bill in
your bag of Fritos, it won't change your
life but it'sa pleasant surprise.

RUTHERFORD B. HAYES, 19th Presi-
dent. “Rud” Hayes was born in Delaware, Ohio,
in 1822, and, like Warren Harding, “suffered
nervousness almost to the point of

disaster.” He perhaps had good

reason to be nervous, having

been woundea.. . mesinthe

Civil War. Hayes is primarily

remembered for having won

the most fiercely disputed elec-

tion in U.S. history, at least until

Katherine Harris happened along.

Wife Lucy Webb Hayes also made her mark by
ridding the White House of all alcoholic bever-
ages, a disappointment to Mark Twain, who
had stumped for Hayes.

Hayes pledged protection to freed slaves
and the withdrawal of federal troops from the
South, which he predicted would then become
a bastion of republicanism. This did not work
out. He also helped establish the Ohio State
University, which proved itself an archetype
of higher learning when another Hayes—this
one named Woody—slugged a Clemson
football player on national television.

Hayes died in 1893 at his estate in Fre-
mont, Ohio. As far as is known, he never once
uttered the Buckeye mantra, “Three yards and
a cloud of dust.”
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N Vi Nissan Versa 1.85L e

Nissan Versa 1.8SL

Highs: Superb ride-and-handling
trade-off, a back seat for three
adults, commanding view ahead.

Lows: Throttle overrun,
narrow front seats, awkward
recline levers.

The Verdict: If you're chiefly
interested in commuting and
errand hopping, this is the one.

S e

ULYSSES S. GRANT, 18th President.
Born in 1822 in Point Pleasant, Ohio,
Grant's given name was Hiram
Ulysses Grant, but thead- %=
missions office at West !
Point enrolled him as
Ulysses Simpson Grant,
‘W : = eake : e 52 ‘ T e an error he never
@ NS - p : - corrected. Known as
“Lyss,” Grant washed
: out of the Army but later
: . - ad by an a ame ) / ' N returned and became the architect of
> \ p p ' the Union victory during the Civil War,
Unfortunately, he was a heavy-artillery
dud as President, wandering the White
_ 5 = House looking “bewildered” and a little
_ ) anywa 2 2 : “whiskeyed up”"—possibly the same

= 't" y . : 9 thing. Grant’s tenure was marked by
' scandals: gifts from admirers, a cabinet
filled with personal friends and liquor,
a retroactive pay increase, an Indian
S ! agency fraud. In 1885, as Grant lay

"ﬁr - _ RS  at death’s door, a doctor temporarily
‘A’ 3 . Lt e : B revived him. “It is Providence!” shouted
; a nearby minister. “Not at all,” corrected
Grant's doctor. “It was the brandy.”

&
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Honda Fit Sport

Highs: Overtly sporty
handling, classy interior,

quick-witted in all its moves.

Lows: Mediocre

rear-three-quarter visibility,

no dead pedal.
The Verdict: The go-kart
of economobiles.
Results e | e A Ne e | e
driver comfort (10) 3t/ 9 8 8 8 7 6
ergonomics i1 0) & 9 B B 8 7 7
rear-seat comfort (5) 4 4 k| 3 - 5 4 1
rear-seat space” (5) 5 3 4 5 5 4 3
| cargo space® (5) § 4 3 4 4 2 3
¥ | features/amenities* (10) 5 9 10 8 10 7 9
£ fitand finish (10) 6 10 8 3 6 G
interior styling (10) 6 9 7 8 LI ¢ 7
exterior styling (10) 6 9 6 8 8 7 7
rebates/discounts*® (5) 1 0 0 0 0 2 0
as-tested price® [10.] 18 18 19 19 18 0 18
total (100) 69 B4 76 79 82 72 70
Va-mi acceleration® (20) 17 20 17 17 19 19 19
- flexibility* (5) 5 4 5 5 5 4 5
? fuel economy* (5) 1 5 2 2 1 1 5
z engine NVH (10) 6 9 7 7 8 § 8
= transmission (10) 5 10 6 6 8 4 8
total (50) 34 48 37 37 1 34 45
performance® (20) 14 20 7 18 15 16 18
L steering feel (5) 4 5 3 4 i 2 3
g brake feel (5) 4 § 3 3 4 3 i
2 handling (10) 6 10 6 7 8 5 ]
ride (10) 6 9 7 ¥ 6 i
total (50) 34 49 36 40 39 32 40
gotta-have-it factor (25) 13 23 13 16 20 ] 15
fun todrive (25) 11 24 14 16 il n 15
grand total (250) 161 128 176 188 203 160 185
finishing order 6 1 5 3 2 7 4

Best in test.

*These objective scores are calculated from the vehicles' dimensions, capabilities, rebates and discounts, and/or test resulis
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seats are toppled. And

cleverly, without remov

they lold quite

the headrests, into a deep well, making the

cargo floor as flat as a trailer park

We wish the Fit had a true dead pedal

and that its rear-three-quarter visibility
were better. Otherwise, we elect it presi-
dent of the economobiles. Unlike Ohio's

Presidents, this one is alive. Verv alive. B
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