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“Honey, I'll pick up the groceries. Be back in about five hours...

"

BY ANDREW BEORNHOP ) PHOTOS BY MARC URBANO

THIS IS A STORY ABOUT A CAR—THE SLEEK,
fast, expensive and rare Mercedes-Benz E63
AMG Wagon. Yet it's just as much about an
engine—an AMG-designed and -built 6.2-
liter V-8 that defines this hunkered-down
E-Class wagon, transforming it into a blis-
teringly fast BMW M3 fighter.

We're not kidding. The 507-bhp E63 Wag-
on is that quick, hitting 60 mph in 4.1 sec-
onds, a time that matches the almighty M5
and outpaces the Z51 Chevrolet Corvette
we tested in January. And in the quarter
mile, where you might expect the V-10-pow-
ered Bimmer to pull away, this station wagon
stays apace with the paddle-shifted Bavarian
sports sedan, blasting through the line in 12.4
sec., albeit with a 1-mph-slower trap speed.

Fun stuff, for which we have Rainer
Laukemann to thank.

Don’t know Rainer? He’s the AMG techni-
cian who hand-built the 90-degree V-8 in our
particular Capri Blue E63 Wagon test car.

We know this, because he signed the plague

on top of the powerplant, which masterfully
blends large displacement (6208 cc) with an
ability to rev (7200-rpm redline). Compared
with the supercharged 3-valve-per-cylinder
5.4-liter V-8 in the E55 AMG wagon we test-
ed in December of 2005, this new 4-valve
powerplant puts out more bhp (507 bhp at
6800 rpm versus 469 at 6100) and a bit less
torque (465 Ib.-ft. at 5200 rpm versus 516 at
2650). Although the torque peaks at relative-
Iy high rpm, the powerband is plenty broad.
with 369 Ib.-ft. on tap at only 2000 rpm.

The aluminum-block engine, with a rigidi-
ty-enhancing bedplate, is a marvel. Benefiting
from AMG's expertise with race this
closed-deck V-8 has a high 11.3:1 compression
ratio, a forged counterweighted crankshaft
spinning in five main bearings, cracked-steel
connecting rods and cast lightweight pistons
cooled from below by oil-spray nozzles. The
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bore is large in relation to the stroke, help-

ing the powerplant rev, and the cylinders are

mtadvlaaunimmiﬁ'd\'iﬂtamﬂ-_-__

SHETL
mmmmm&ma

maximize
fuel economy. Yet'llml tlloeuginelsun-
der more load, the ECU changes the coolant
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Celsius, for better cooling.
That’s high tech, as is the E63's AMG
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that the E63 has an automatic being shifted
manually, not a manual with paddle shifi-
ers as found in a Ferrari or Maserati, or a
DSG gearbox in a VW or an Audi. More-
over, the Mercedes 7-speed doesn't blip the
throttle to smooth downshifts, something
you might expect in a $93,660 automobile.

Fhat’s a big hit, but this a special car.
AMUGi-tuned Airmatic suspension gives the
E63 an aggressively low stance, enhanced
h_\ \!:Ig‘f.‘t'l't‘li tires—245/407ZR-18s front.
265/35ZR-18s back—that fill the wheel
wells nicely. The suspension tuning is 20 to
30 percent stiffer (and with larger anti-roll
bars) than that of the E5S50 Wagon. Comfort
mode is best for everyday use, but Sport is
by no means too stiff, both delivering a well-
snubbed ride. Braking duties are handled
more than adequately by the vented and
drilled 14.2-in. front rotors, which are acted

simply because its tires are smaller
Getting mto an E63 AMG Wagon in-
volves a step down into a very low seat.
lhe view forward is excellent, what with
the car’s low cowl and thin A-pillars. Look-
ing mnto the rearview mirror, you'll see the
Alcantara headliner stretching all the way
rearward, doing a great job of impersonat
ing suede. And speaking of leather, the E63
has lots of it, gathered attractively on the
door panels and covering the AMG sport
seats, which have larger side bolsters Cov
ered in softer hides. The seats remain firm
in the M-B tradition, but are far more sup-
portive than stock, with enough width for
larger drivers. Head room is also generous,
even with the E63’s standard sunroof. In
back, the E63 Wagon's luggage arca—use-
ful only when the rearmost seat is folded
flat into the floor—is attractively lined with
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