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2009 TOYOTA MATRIX

THE SPORTY MATRIX RETURNS. HEY, DID ANYONE
EVEN NOTICE IT WAS GONE?

BY STEVEN COLE SMITH PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARK ELIAS

incidentally, a 2008 Matrix, but production
ended In flw ember 2007,

The remains a 1.8-liter four-
cylindert w has variable valve timing on
both the intake and exhaust. Horsepoy
132, up six from '08. For the first time
ger e 2 is offered—the 158-h
four-cylinder from the Scion xB, IW- u ch it
still has six fewer horses than the last XRS.
All but the AWD get a five-speed manual.

peed automatic is offered on the

> mid-level S and the XRS get
hHth the S all-wheel-drive
de (MI, gets a four-speed. As before,
Matrix S is not remotely a

on't get your hopes up
The 'C trix has the same 102.4-inch VEHICLE TYPE: front-engine, front-wheel-
wheelbase as the '08 model, but the length drive, 5-passenger, 5-door wagon

has increased a bit, and the
ESTIMATED BASE PRICE: $16,500
from Idaho may appreciate the slightly wider

stance of the '09. The modest growth and ENGINES: DOHC 16-valve 1.8-liter inline-4, 132
hp, 128 Ib-ft; DOHC 16-valve 2.4-liter inline-4,
158 hp, 162 Ib-ft

TRANSMISSIONS: 4- or 5-speed automatic,
5-speed manual

DIMENSIONS:

Wheelbase: 102.4 in Length: 171.9-173.0 in
Width: 68.5 in Height: 61.0-61.4 in

Curb weight: 2800-3400 |b

ior senator

PERFORMANCE (C/DEST):
Zeroto60mph............... 7.7-10.0 sec
Standing%-mile .. ........... 16.3-17.5 sec
PROJECTED FUEL ECONOMY (MFR'S EST):
EPAcitydriving . .. ............ 20-26 mpg
EPAhighwaydriving .. ......... 26-32 mpg
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