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Volkswagen Squareback

The Bug's smart and modern station-wagon kin.

v the muddle 19605, it was clear
that Volkswagen’s iconoclaste
“Think Small” campaign on
behalf of the lowly Beetle had
succeeded in transforming that
I'hird Rewch relic into a revered totem ol
\merican individuality. Back home in
Germany, though, the novelty had worn off,
ind consumers were getting weary with the
predictability of VWS offermags.
Anucipating Beetle ennui, VW launched
the Tvpe 3 1961, (Type s were Beetles and

Karmann-Cihias; the [vpe 2 was the Microbus/

|.I'.H]‘-|llll'|{'."l II]IrI:\il':i o pron ||1i_' A more
upscale choice o upwardly mobile Europeans,
the new Tvpe 3 looked like a huge departure
but was really a clever varation on the original
theme. Builr on the Beetles 94.5-inch
wheelbase, the new car retained its torebear’s
air-cooled rear-engine lavout, but there were
notable difterences, 'l |!|,' LM 'lin: SYSLETT was
revised, and the opposed four, imitally
displacing 1500 cc and growing o 1600 cc, was
only Afteen inches mll, This allowed for both
tront and rear trunks in the notchback and
fasthack sedans and a flar floor in the « argo l"'.\
it 1|1|' \';||'1.'||l1 \!.I]illl] wagon, I\Hll\\ll ds 1]1L'
Squareback upon its delayed ULS. debut.

i]“' I:\lll. 3 |l\|_!:i\t ||.1\l.' t'l'l"-'l.l:['l'\'il ] \\l'“'
LL']" Fuire pean secret 1f not tor \merican
servicemen, who bought the cars in Europe
and shipped them back home, priming the
LS. markern Iv wasn't unnl the 1966 model

yvear that Volkswagen of America offered the
new car in hoth Fastback and Squareback
configurations (the notchback was left
litu'k»h{l'l With two Eh[‘u‘\{.'.’l"_‘(.‘l lil:n-"\ :|I1|| ]
one-piece rear hatch, the Squareback—VIVS
iteration of the 1955-37 Chevrolet Nomad
offered practicality and modern style thar was
absent in the mid-"30s-desipned Beetle, VW
fans who wanted to step up bur weren't ready
to commut 1o the litestyle change of the
Microbus were attracted to the wagon.

| |li' \l|1|.rrvi.l.|L'L nr.i.l'l"- IH-[:!_\ 5 \'x'L'lilI.]I
devotee a happy alternative o Bugdom. Its
clean and stll fresh-looking body style sets it
apart from the more common Beetle; unlike
that car, the Squareback actually provides a
maodicum of comtort, pertormance, and
interior volume, Thanks to a reworked front
suspension plus more power (0 to 60 mph in
less than 20 seconds!), available clectronice fuel
mjection (in 1s frst pri wuction Jll_[!h\ anony,
and an optional automatic transmission, it
maore |'ll.\lh\1ll"\h‘\ and competent than many
'I1|]L'I' i '”.\ -\ ear-old cars |1'~\ :IHL' Lo Cruase al
8O mph, can get up to 30 mpg on the
highway, ind has 24 cubie feet of afr carego
capacity plus a front trunk thar, in the longer
nose model mrroduced in 1970, can
accommodate another 8 cubie feet.

s VAW first real attempr at modernity, the
cool car with the square name stands out as a
]Pl'L-l'\:h!'lll]!_'l) model that kicked off the brand’s
evolution imto a tull-line carmaker. Bob Merlis
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Clockwise from
above: A panel
wagon derivative.
The smart cabin

of a stick-shift model.
With a trunk up front
and a wagon's
worth of room in
back, above the
engine, this VW tried
to be all things to

all people.
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WHAT TO PAY

You can find a pnime
example, fully
restored and ready to
go, for less than
$8000. Less than half
that amount buys a
good runner with
lots of potential, since
parts are plentiful.

BODY STYLE
Two-door, four-
passenger stalion
wagon,

PRODUCTION
Approximately
860,000 worldwide
between 1961 and
1973.

WATCH OUT FOR
Rust in the iner and
outer fenders, the
jacking points, and
the door sills. Also,
cracked cylinder
heads and
overheating engines.

 READ MORE

Volkswagen Model
Documentation

by Joachim Kuch,
Bentley Publishers,
530. www.bentley
publishers.com

VW TYPE3.ORG
WWww.vwtypes.org

SPARES &
DEALERS

CALIFORNIA
PACIFIC/JBUGS, INC.
800-231-1784
www.jbugs.com

MARK’'S BUG BARN
866-284-2276
www.marks
bugbarn.com

CLUBS

VINTAGE
VOLKSWAGEN CLUB
OF AMERICA
Www.Vvwia.com

VOLKSWAGEN CLUB
OF AMERICA
www.vwiclub.org
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